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Malaysia builds up forex shield to fresh 10-year high

Malaysia's international reserves climbed to a new 10-year high in August, further 
strengthening its shield against market volatilities and external shocks. Foreign 
exchange reserves totalled US$122.7 billion as of Aug 29, expanding by about US$700 
million in just two weeks, according to a Tuesday statement from Bank Negara Malaysia 
(BNM). 

The central bank releases data on foreign exchange reserves every two weeks. The 
build-up in reserves, alongside a strengthening ringgit, is providing a larger buffer for 
Malaysia to weather any sharp capital outflows. The ringgit has appreciated more than 
6% against the US dollar so far this year.

The reserves are sufficient to finance 4.8 months of imports of goods and services and 
are equivalent to 0.9 times the nation’s total short-term external debt, BNM said. 
Short-term external debt comprises borrowings from non-residents with a maturity of 
one year or less. 

The borrowings are primarily by resident banks for their foreign currency liquidity 
operations, as well as by multinational corporations, including foreign banks, borrowing 
from their overseas parents or headquarters. – The Edge Malaysia

Read full publication https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/769800 
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Govt outlines strategy to ensure US tariffs do not jeopardise FDI – 
MITI

The government has developed a strategy to ensure that US retaliatory tariffs on 
Malaysia will not jeopardise foreign direct investment (FDI) and to minimise any impact 
on the national economy, said the Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry (MITI).

The ministry said that among the measures taken through its agency, the Malaysian 
Investment Development Authority (MIDA), are improvements to the industrial 
infrastructure landscape, strengthening local supply chains and ecosystems, and 
enhancing the ease of doing business to attract investment into the country.

"Additionally, the government is prioritising talent and workforce development in high-
tech sectors, intensifying research activities, and introducing an Automation Capital 
Allowance to encourage the adoption of automation and Industry 4.0 among 
companies in the manufacturing and services sectors.

"Other investment incentives include a carbon tax for hard-to-abate sectors such as iron 
and steel, reinvestment incentives under the New Industrial Masterplan (NIMP) 2030, 
and the Investment Tax Allowance,” the ministry said in a written reply to the Dewan 
Negara published on the Parliament’s website today. – Bernama

Read full publication at https://www.bernamabiz.com/news.php?id=2465695 
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Job growth revised down by 911,000 through March, signaling 
economy on shakier footing than realized

The labor market created far fewer jobs than previously thought, according to a Labor 
Department report Tuesday that added to concerns both about the health of the 
economy and the state of data collection.

Annual revisions to nonfarm payrolls data for the year prior to March 2025 showed a 
drop of 911,000 from the initial estimates, according to a preliminary report from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The total revision was on the high end of Wall Street 
expectations, which ranged from a low around 600,000 to as many as a million.

The revisions were more than 50% higher than last year’s adjustment and the largest on 
record going back to 2002. On a monthly basis, they suggest average job growth of 
76,000 less than initially reported.

The numbers, which are adjusted from data in the quarterly census and reflect updated 
information on business openings and closings, add to evidence that the employment 
picture in the U.S. is weakening. Most of the time span for the report came before 
President Donald Trump took office, indicating the jobs picture was deteriorating before 
he began levying tariffs against U.S. trading partners. – CNBC

Read full publication at https://www.cnbc.com/2025/09/09/jobs-report-revisions-september-2025-.html 
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DISCLAIMER
No Offer
The information provided and services described in the BIX website are of a general nature, are not offers for investment and are not intended to be 
personalised financial advice to investor. The information provided in the BIX website is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice. Reliance 
should not be placed on the BIX website, and you should seek appropriate personalised financial advice from a qualified professional to suit your individual 
circumstances and risk profile.

Website Information
BIX website is a publisher of content supplied by third parties. While every effort is made to ensure the information on the BIX website is up-to-date and 
correct, the Company makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the accuracy, reliability, completeness, suitability or 
availability of the BIX website or the information provided on the BIX website from the sources. The information on the BIX website is subject to change at 
any time. Any reference on this BIX website to historical information and performance may not necessarily be a good guide to future performance. You are 
solely responsible for any actions you take or do not take by relying on such information. To the full extent legally allowable, the directors, associates, vendors 
and staff of the Company expressly disclaim all and any liability and responsibility to any person in respect of anything, and of the consequences of anything, 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether wholly or partially, upon the whole or any part of the contents of this BIX website.

Third party products and services
Through the BIX website you may be able to link to other websites which are not under the control of the Company. The Company has no knowledge of or 
control over the nature, content, and availability of those websites. The Company does not sponsor, recommend, or endorse anything contained on these 
linked websites. The Company does not accept any liability of any description for any loss suffered by you by relying on anything contained or not contained 
on these linked websites. The Company accept no responsibility or liability for the content, use or availability of such websites. The Company shall not be 
liable for any and all liability for the acts, omissions and conduct of any third parties in connection with or related to your use of this site and/or our services.

https://www.bixmalaysia.com/Terms-and-Conditions
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