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MARKET 
SUMMARY

• 1 bps = 0.01%
• Increase in Yield = Decrease in 

the bond price/ value

Source: US Treasury, BNM & BIX Malaysia



Malaysia's 4pct-5pct growth forecast now looks conservative, says 
economist

The government's full-year growth forecast of between 4.0 and 5.0 per cent is now 
seen as conservative after the economy outperformed expectations in the first half of 
the year, an economist said.

Dr Geoffrey Williams said Malaysia had shown resilience and was not suffering from an 
economic downturn despite the geopolitical crisis, mainly due to government policies.

He said the government had focused on protecting consumers and businesses by 
keeping petrol and diesel prices low while absorbing the fiscal impact.

This has allowed consumers and businesses to carry out their day-to-day activities 
without worrying too much about the economic impact of the crisis.

Williams added that technology-driven areas of Malaysia's economy, such as the 
artificial intelligence boom, the rise of data centres and the semiconductor sector, were 
supporting overall economic growth, as reflected in the gross domestic product figures 
for the first and second quarters. – New Straits Times

Read full publication at https://www.nst.com.my/amp/business/economy/2026/08/1514290/malaysias-4pct-5pct-
growth-forecast-now-looks-conservative-says 
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ASEAN-5 growth forecast to moderate slightly in 2026 to 4.9%, 
Malaysia and Vietnam shine

Economic growth across ASEAN-5 economies presented a mixed picture in the second 
quarter of 2026, with Malaysia and Vietnam strengthening while Indonesia, the 
Philippines and Thailand recorded slower growth, according to OCBC Group Research.

The weighted average growth rate for the ASEAN-5 — comprising Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam — eased to 5.0% year-on-year (y-o-y) in 2Q26, 
from 5.2% in the first quarter.

In a report dated Aug 19, OCBC said the region’s resilience remained intact despite 
differing growth drivers, higher global oil prices and continued geopolitical 
uncertainties.

Following the first-half growth performance, OCBC revised upward its 2026 GDP growth 
forecasts for Indonesia to 5.2% from 5.0%, Thailand to 2.4% from 1.5%, and Vietnam to 
8.2% from 7.3%. However, it lowered its forecast for the Philippines to 3.2% from 3.8%.

OCBC maintained its Malaysia GDP growth forecast at 5.2% for 2026, following 
Malaysia’s stronger-than-expected 2Q26 performance. – Business Today

Read full publication at https://www.businesstoday.com.my/2026/08/18/budget-2027-focus-on-economic-resilience-
and-well-being/ 
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US national debt exceeds US$40 trillion
 
 The US gross national debt has surged past US$40 trillion, government data showed 
Wednesday, outstripping earlier forecasts at a pace fuelled in part by President Donald 
Trump’s invalidated tariffs. The uptick in borrowing comes as longer term US obligations 
linked to social security and health care have been growing, while interest payments 
have climbed as well.

Total public debt outstanding stood at US$40.05 trillion at the close of business Tuesday, 
according to data released by the treasury department on Wednesday.

This stands in contrast to an earlier forecast by the Congressional Budget Office that 
overall borrowing would hit US$39.4 trillion by the end of fiscal year 2026. Rising US 
debt comes at a concerning moment as borrowing costs have swelled.

Yields on long-term treasury bonds rose Tuesday to the highest level since 2007, 
reflecting growing price pressures due to war in the Middle East and anxiety over US 
deficit spending.

The increase forces the US government to refinance debt at the highest rates since 
before the 2008 global financial crisis. – Free Malaysia Today

Read full publication at https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/highlight/2026/08/20/us-national-debt-
exceeds-us-40-trillion 
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DISCLAIMER
No Offer
The information provided and services described in the BIX website are of a general nature, are not offers for investment and are not intended to be 
personalised financial advice to investor. The information provided in the BIX website is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice. Reliance 
should not be placed on the BIX website, and you should seek appropriate personalised financial advice from a qualified professional to suit your individual 
circumstances and risk profile.

Website Information
BIX website is a publisher of content supplied by third parties. While every effort is made to ensure the information on the BIX website is up-to-date and 
correct, the Company makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the accuracy, reliability, completeness, suitability or 
availability of the BIX website or the information provided on the BIX website from the sources. The information on the BIX website is subject to change at 
any time. Any reference on this BIX website to historical information and performance may not necessarily be a good guide to future performance. You are 
solely responsible for any actions you take or do not take by relying on such information. To the full extent legally allowable, the directors, associates, vendors 
and staff of the Company expressly disclaim all and any liability and responsibility to any person in respect of anything, and of the consequences of anything, 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether wholly or partially, upon the whole or any part of the contents of this BIX website.

Third party products and services
Through the BIX website you may be able to link to other websites which are not under the control of the Company. The Company has no knowledge of or 
control over the nature, content, and availability of those websites. The Company does not sponsor, recommend, or endorse anything contained on these 
linked websites. The Company does not accept any liability of any description for any loss suffered by you by relying on anything contained or not contained 
on these linked websites. The Company accept no responsibility or liability for the content, use or availability of such websites. The Company shall not be 
liable for any and all liability for the acts, omissions and conduct of any third parties in connection with or related to your use of this site and/or our services.

https://www.bixmalaysia.com/Terms-and-Conditions
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