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EPF registers investment income of RM18.31bil in 1Q

The Employees Provident Fund (EPF) recorded an investment income of RM18.31bil in 
the first quarter ended March 31, 2025 (1Q25), a weaker performance from a year ago as 
equities contribution fell amid softer global equity markets.

The pension fund said its quarterly income - which was 13% lower than RM20.99bil in the 
corresponding period in 2024 - was  cushioned by its diversified global portfolio. It added 
that its portfolio remained on course for long-term value creation.

"In a more challenging and uncertain market environment, the EPF maintains a dynamic 
and well-diversified portfolio to help safeguard value and manage downside risks. We 
continue to actively explore investment opportunities across both domestic and 
international markets to strengthen our portfolio and support long-term, sustainable 
returns for our members,” said CEO Ahmad Zulqarnain Onn.

Moving forward, the EPF expects global economic conditions to remain challenging amid 
persistent geopolitical tensions and the risk of high tariff and non-tariff barriers between 
major economies, particularly the US and China. – The Star

Read full publication https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2025/06/03/epf-registers-investment-
income-of-rm1831bil-in-1q 

Today's headlines of interest and 
summaries as extracted from the 
international and local media.

NEWS
UPDATE

https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2025/06/03/epf-registers-investment-income-of-rm1831bil-in-1q
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2025/06/03/epf-registers-investment-income-of-rm1831bil-in-1q
http://charts.thestar.com.my/?s=MAYBANK


Loan growth eases, but applications pick up

The banking sector is expected to experience slower loan growth this year, according to 
RHB Research. Citing Bank Negara Malaysia's April statistics, the firm said year-on-year 
loan growth had softened, particularly within the business segment. The central bank 
noted that business loans expanded by four per cent year-on-year in April, down slightly 
from 4.3 per cent in March.

"Nevertheless, stronger loan growth was seen in the finance sector, which rose 15.5 per 
cent year-on-year, and the transport sector, which grew 10 per cent," RHB Research said 
in a note. On an annualised basis, system loan growth stood at a muted 3.1 per cent. 

As a result, the firm has revised its 2025 system loan growth forecast to 4.5 to 5.0 per 
cent, down from five per cent previously. In contrast to slower loan growth, RHB 
Research noted that loan applications rose seven per cent year-to-date, mainly driven by 
the business segment. 

Loan approvals were also up five per cent over the same period. However, loan 
disbursements lagged behind, registering a one per cent decline, which could suggest a 
potential pickup in disbursements in the months ahead. – New Straits Times

Read full publication at https://www.nst.com.my/business/corporate/2025/06/1225155/loan-growth-eases-
applications-pick 
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Treasurys give back early gains after OECD slashes 2025 U.S. growth 
outlook, citing higher tariffs

U.S. Treasurys pared back earlier gains on Tuesday as investors weighed the U.S. 
economic growth outlook following a cut to estimates from the OECD. Investors also 
continued to monitor rising trade tensions with China as well as the European Union.

The 10-year Treasury yield was just more than a basis point lower at 4.45% after dropping 
more than 4 basis points earlier in the day. Last month, the benchmark yield rose above 
4.50%. The 30-year Treasury yield dipped less than 2 basis points to 4.976%.

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development downgraded the U.S.′ 
growth outlook to just 1.6% this year, and 1.5% in 2026. The OECD previously expected a 
2.2% expansion in 2025. It also downgraded the outlook for the global economy, citing 
tariffs and policy uncertainty.

“The global outlook is becoming increasingly challenging,” the report said. “Substantial 
increases in barriers to trade, tighter financial conditions, weaker business and consumer 
confidence and heightened policy uncertainty will all have marked adverse effects on 
growth prospects if they persist.”– CNBC

Read full publication at https://www.cnbc.com/2025/06/03/us-treasury-yields-oecd-cuts-us-growth-outlook-on-tariff-
uncertainty.html 

Today's headlines of interest and 
summaries as extracted from the 
international and local media.

NEWS
UPDATE

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/06/03/us-treasury-yields-oecd-cuts-us-growth-outlook-on-tariff-uncertainty.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/06/03/us-treasury-yields-oecd-cuts-us-growth-outlook-on-tariff-uncertainty.html
http://charts.thestar.com.my/?s=MAYBANK


DISCLAIMER
No Offer
The information provided and services described in the BIX website are of a general nature, are not offers for investment and are not intended to be 
personalised financial advice to investor. The information provided in the BIX website is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice. Reliance 
should not be placed on the BIX website, and you should seek appropriate personalised financial advice from a qualified professional to suit your individual 
circumstances and risk profile.

Website Information
BIX website is a publisher of content supplied by third parties. While every effort is made to ensure the information on the BIX website is up-to-date and 
correct, the Company makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the accuracy, reliability, completeness, suitability or 
availability of the BIX website or the information provided on the BIX website from the sources. The information on the BIX website is subject to change at 
any time. Any reference on this BIX website to historical information and performance may not necessarily be a good guide to future performance. You are 
solely responsible for any actions you take or do not take by relying on such information. To the full extent legally allowable, the directors, associates, vendors 
and staff of the Company expressly disclaim all and any liability and responsibility to any person in respect of anything, and of the consequences of anything, 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether wholly or partially, upon the whole or any part of the contents of this BIX website.

Third party products and services
Through the BIX website you may be able to link to other websites which are not under the control of the Company. The Company has no knowledge of or 
control over the nature, content, and availability of those websites. The Company does not sponsor, recommend, or endorse anything contained on these 
linked websites. The Company does not accept any liability of any description for any loss suffered by you by relying on anything contained or not contained 
on these linked websites. The Company accept no responsibility or liability for the content, use or availability of such websites. The Company shall not be 
liable for any and all liability for the acts, omissions and conduct of any third parties in connection with or related to your use of this site and/or our services.

https://www.bixmalaysia.com/Terms-and-Conditions


SUBSCRIBE
NOW

Head on to our website at bixmalaysia.com to 
learn more about Malaysia’s Bond & Sukuk

DOWNLOAD 
NOW

Receive updates on your bond and sukuk 
via BIX Malaysia mobile app
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