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• 1 bps = 0.01%
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the bond price/ value

Source: US Treasury, BNM & BIX Malaysia



Malaysia better placed than peers to weather geopolitical shock, 
says MARC Ratings

Malaysia is expected to be in a relatively stronger position compared with several other 
Asean economies in managing the impact of the US-Israel-Iran conflict, although global 
economic pressures are likely to intensify in the coming months.

Malaysian Rating Corporation Bhd (MARC Ratings) senior economist Kamal Zharif 
Jauhari said Malaysia's relatively low dependence on energy imports gives it an 
advantage over economies such as Thailand and the Philippines, which are more 
exposed to global oil price shocks. He said Malaysia, as a hydrocarbon-exporting 
country, still has some buffer to absorb external shocks even as the conflict in West Asia 
continues to disrupt global energy markets and international trade flows.

"Thailand and the Philippines are net energy importers, and the situation puts greater 
pressure on their economic growth when oil prices rise.

"Malaysia is in a more balanced position because we still have an oil and gas sector that 
can support the economy," he said during the MARC360 special edition webinar today. 
– New Straits Times

Read full publication at https://www.nst.com.my/amp/business/economy/2026/05/1442379/malaysia-better-
placed-peers-weather-geopolitical-shock-says-marc 
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Kenanga forecasts Malaysia's current account balance to widen to 
2.1% of GDP in 2026

Malaysia’s current account surplus widened sharply to RM15.2 billion in the first 
quarter of 2026, equivalent to 3.0% of gross domestic product (GDP), supported by a 
stronger goods surplus and robust financial account inflows amid resilient external 
demand and sustained foreign investor interest.

According to a research note by Kenanga Investment Bank, the current account surplus 
rose significantly from RM2.7 billion or 0.5% of GDP recorded in the fourth quarter of 
2025.

The improvement was primarily driven by a wider goods surplus, which expanded to 
RM33.6 billion from RM24.3 billion previously, as imports contracted faster than 
exports during the quarter.

Exports declined 5.3% quarter-on-quarter, while imports fell a steeper 9.0%, despite a 
firmer ringgit averaging RM3.97 against the US dollar compared with RM4.15 in the 
preceding quarter. – Business Today

Read full publication at https://www.businesstoday.com.my/2026/05/18/kenanga-forecasts-malaysias-current-
account-balance-to-widen-to-2-1-of-gdp-in-2026/ 
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Wall Street mixed as Treasury yields ease, oil prices retreat
 
US stock indices were mixed in choppy trading on Monday even though the bond-market 
selloff that had pressured equities last week showed signs of cooling and oil prices pulled 
back. The 10-year Treasury yield, the benchmark for global borrowing costs, fell to 
4.573%, having climbed as much as 4.631% to its highest level since February 2025 
earlier in the session.

Oil prices also moved lower, with Brent crude down nearly 2%, after reports said the US 
had proposed a temporary waiver on Iranian oil sanctions, easing some concerns about 
supply disruptions. Iranian officials did not immediately comment.

"Yields are key to all of this because growth stocks, especially AI-related companies, are 
priced on forward-looking earnings. When yields move higher, their current valuations 
come down. That's really the key issue for the market," said Robert Pavlik, senior 
portfolio manager at Dakota Wealth.

The recent bond-market sell-off was fueled by a surge in oil prices, which has stoked 
concerns of inflation potentially keeping borrowing costs elevated as efforts to end the 
Iran war appeared to stall. – The Edge Malaysia

Read full publication at https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/804064 
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DISCLAIMER
No Offer
The information provided and services described in the BIX website are of a general nature, are not offers for investment and are not intended to be 
personalised financial advice to investor. The information provided in the BIX website is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice. Reliance 
should not be placed on the BIX website, and you should seek appropriate personalised financial advice from a qualified professional to suit your individual 
circumstances and risk profile.

Website Information
BIX website is a publisher of content supplied by third parties. While every effort is made to ensure the information on the BIX website is up-to-date and 
correct, the Company makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the accuracy, reliability, completeness, suitability or 
availability of the BIX website or the information provided on the BIX website from the sources. The information on the BIX website is subject to change at 
any time. Any reference on this BIX website to historical information and performance may not necessarily be a good guide to future performance. You are 
solely responsible for any actions you take or do not take by relying on such information. To the full extent legally allowable, the directors, associates, vendors 
and staff of the Company expressly disclaim all and any liability and responsibility to any person in respect of anything, and of the consequences of anything, 
done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, whether wholly or partially, upon the whole or any part of the contents of this BIX website.

Third party products and services
Through the BIX website you may be able to link to other websites which are not under the control of the Company. The Company has no knowledge of or 
control over the nature, content, and availability of those websites. The Company does not sponsor, recommend, or endorse anything contained on these 
linked websites. The Company does not accept any liability of any description for any loss suffered by you by relying on anything contained or not contained 
on these linked websites. The Company accept no responsibility or liability for the content, use or availability of such websites. The Company shall not be 
liable for any and all liability for the acts, omissions and conduct of any third parties in connection with or related to your use of this site and/or our services.
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